
Notes 
 

• A reference list contains entries for works that have been cited in the paper and exist as 
recoverable data whereas a bibliography contains background materials and suggestions 
for further reading. 

• All references cited in the text must be included in the reference list and vice versa. 
• Arrange entries in reference list according to the following rules in order of precedence:  

o single-author entries before multiple-author entries 
o alphabetical sequence by principal author surname 
o alphabetical sequence by surname of second (and subsequent) author(s) 
o chronological sequence 
o alphabetical sequence by title of the work 

• If a work has no author, place the title of the work in the author position and alphabetize 
the entry by the first significant word of the title. 

• If a work is signed “Anonymous”, alphabetize the entry as if Anonymous were a real name. 
• Alphabetize the prefixes M’, Mc and Mac as they appear.  E.g. MacArthur precedes 

McAllister; MacNeil precedes M’Carthy. 
• Up to seven authors: List all authors’ names (surnames followed by initials) and 

alphabetize the entry by the first surname, e.g. 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C. C., Author, D. D., Author, E. E., Author, F. F., & 
Author, G. G. 

• More than seven authors: List first six authors’ names, follow with three ellipses (. . .) and 
add the last author’s name, e.g. 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C. C., Author, D. D., Author, E. E., Author, F. F., . . . 
Author, H. H. 

• Do not put a full stop at the end of the following: URL, doi, ERIC document number, 
abbreviations of U.S. state names. 

• When the document is not assigned a DOI, give the exact URL of the document if: 
o it leads to the specific document 
o the specific document cannot be easily located from the home page 
o the document is not yet indexed on the website 
but give the URL of the homepage (e.g. of journal, book, publisher or online archive) if: 
o the URL of the document is not permanent 
o the URL of the document is very long 
o you do not have a URL that leads to the document itself 
o the document is not easily accessible through its primary publishing channels 
o the document is accessible only by subscription 
Include retrieval date if the document (e.g. pre-print or in-press journal article, wiki) is: 
o not the final published or archival version 
o subject to revision 
o undated 

• Use “Available from…” in place of “Retrieved from…” in the retrieval statement if: 
o the document is accessible only by subscription (e.g. from commercial databases) 
o the URL leads to a website rather than to the document itself 

• For publisher locations outside the U.S., spell out the city and country names.  For U.S. 
locations, spell out the city name and use U.S. Postal Service two-letter abbreviations for 
the state.   
E.g. Singapore: World Scientific; London, England: Faber and Faber; New York, NY: Wiley; 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; Washington, DC: Author 
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APA Referencing Guide 

 

This guide provides examples of some common types of references in the American 
Psychological Association (APA) style.  For comprehensive guidelines on the APA 
style, please refer to the publication manual: 
 

American Psychological Association.  (2010).  Publication manual of the 
American Psychological Association (6th ed.).  Washington, DC: 
Author. 

 
or visit the APA style website:  http://www.apastyle.org 
 
 

Reference Examples 
 

• Book, print version 
 

O’Toole, J., Stinson, M., & Moore, T. (2009). Drama and curriculum: A giant at the door. 
Dordrecht, Netherlands: Springer. 

 
Wong, R. Y. L. (2010). Teaching text types in the Singapore primary school (3rd ed.). 

Singapore: Pearson Prentice Hall. 
 

Quek, C. L., Wong, A. F. L., & Tay, M. Y. (Eds.). (2008). Engaging and managing learners: 
Practitioners’ perspectives (Rev. ed.). Singapore: Pearson Prentice Hall. 

 

• Book with DOI, electronic version 
 

Lee, S. K., Goh, C. B., Fredriksen, B., & Tan, J. P. (Eds.). (2008). Toward a better future: 
Education and training for economic development in Singapore since 1965. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1596/978-0-8213-7375-0 

 

• Book without DOI, electronic version 
 

Dawley, L. (2007). The tools for successful online teaching [Gale Virtual Reference Library 
version]. Available from Gale Virtual Reference Library. (GALE|CX2866800003) 

 
Silver, R. E., Hu, G., & Iino, M. (n.d.). English language education in China, Japan and 

Singapore. Retrieved from http://www.nie.edu.sg/nie_cma/attachments/topic 
/147e7c6cb6ZG/Silver_Monograph.pdf   

 

• Book chapter, print version 
 

Arzami bin Salim. (2009). Oral presentation and assessment: The assessor’s role in 
questioning. In A. D. Pillai & M. Ellis (Eds.), Project work: Exploring processes, practices 
and strategies (pp. 161–165). Singapore: Prentice Hall. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.apastyle.org/


• Book chapter in a volume in a series, print version 
 

Fang, Y., Lee, C. K.-E., & Thalha, S. (2009). Lesson study in mathematics: Three cases from 
Singapore. In K. Y. Wong, P. Y. Lee, B. Kaur, P. Y. Foong, & S. F. Ng (Eds.), Series on 
mathematics education: Vol. 2. Mathematics education: The Singapore journey (pp. 104–
129). Singapore: World Scientific. 

 
• Journal article with DOI, print or electronic version 
 

Chin, C. (2007). Teacher questioning in science classrooms: Approaches that stimulate 
productive thinking. Journal of Research in Science Teaching, 44(6), 815–843. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/tea.20171 

 
• Journal article without DOI, print version 
 

Chong, E. (2008). Harnessing distributed musical expertise through edublogging. Australasian 
Journal of Educational Technology, 24(2), 181-194. 

 
• Journal article without DOI, electronic version 
 

Gopinathan, S., & Deng, Z. (2006). Fostering school-based curriculum development in the 
context of new educational initiatives in Singapore. Planning and Changing: An 
Educational Leadership and Policy Journal, 37(1/2), 93-110. Available from ProQuest 
Education Journals database. (Document ID: 1216880291) 

 
• Magazine article, print version 
 
Wong, P. (2006, February). The promotion of e-learning at NIE. ACIS Plug-in, 4(1), 1. 
 
• Magazine article, no author, electronic version 
 
Lessons learned outside the classroom. (2009, January/February). SingTeach, 16. Retrieved 

from http://singteach.nie.edu.sg/issue-16-janfeb-2009-/52-lessons-learned-outside-the-
classroom.html   

 
• Newspaper article, print version 
 
Tan, T. (2009, May 22). Education ministry spells out approach to sex education. The Straits 

Times, pp. A6–A7.  
 

• Newspaper article, electronic version 
 
Onishi, N. (2009, April 22). In Singapore, a more progressive Islamic education. The New York 

Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com   
 
• Website article, unpublished, undated 
 
Kaur, B. (n.d.). What is the method of models? Retrieved November 10, 2009, from 

http://home.sandiego.edu/~pmyers/singapore/Kaur_method_of-model.pdf    



 
• Document from large website 
 

Wong, K. Y. (2002). Helping your students to become metacognitive in mathematics: A decade 
later. Retrieved from National Institute of Education, Mathematics and Mathematics 
Education Academic Group website: http://math.nie.edu.sg/kywong 
/Metacognition%20Wong.pdf     

 
• Technical or Research report 
 

Tan, A.-L. (2008). An insight into philosophy of science and ethics education for girls in 
Singapore (Final Research Rep. for Project No. CRP 22/05 TAL). Singapore: National 
Institute of Education, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice. 

 
Hogan, D., Kramer-Dahl, A., Kang, T., Koh, K. H., Lau, S., Liau, A.,…Lee, Y. B. (2007). CRPP 

Core Research Program: Year three progress report. Retrieved from National Institute of 
Education, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice website: http://www.crpp.nie 
.edu.sg/~pubs/CORE_Yr3.pdf   
 

• ERIC Document 
 

Tan-Niam, C. S. L. (1996). Quality of social interaction and understanding of other minds in 
children's play (Tech. Rep. No. 39). Nottingham, England: University of Nottingham, 
ESRC Centre for Research in Development, Instruction and Training. (ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service No. ED425872)  

 
• Paper from proceedings published in book form 
 

Yong, J. W. H. (2004). Use of radiotracers and stable isotopes in life science: Introduction, case 
studies, and safety notes. In L. K. Chen & S. V. Springham (Eds.), Workshop on working 
with radiation in biology and chemistry (pp. 27–48). Singapore: National Institute of 
Education, Natural Sciences Academic Group.  

 
• Conference paper retrieved online 
 
Tan, T. K., Kang, T. L. M., & Hogan, D. J. (2009, June). Examining changes in life satisfaction 

using square tables. Paper presented at the Third Redesigning Pedagogy International 
Conference, Singapore. Retrieved from http://conference.nie.edu.sg/2009/papers_pdf 
/PAP188.pdf  

 
• Dissertation or thesis, unpublished 
 

Tay-Lim, J. K. H. (2008). Preschool children’s perceptions of peer rejection experiences 
(Unpublished master’s thesis). National Institute of Education, Singapore. 

 
• Dissertation or thesis from a commercial database 
 
Ho, L.-C. (2008). Adolescents’ perspectives of citizenship and the national narrative: Case 

studies from three Singapore social studies classrooms (Doctoral dissertation). Available 
from ProQuest Dissertations and Theses database. (Publication No. AAT 3317562) 


